
4th Grade 
Reading Language Arts 

(RLA) 



To perform their best on any 
assessment, students must understand 

the vocabulary of reading.  The 
following list includes many of the 
reading words that students will 

encounter on the STAAR®.  

Grade 4 
Reading

Vocabulary 



• Use any or all of the following prereading questions 
to help prepare students for reading a selection: 

o From reading the title, what do you think this passage is about? 

o What do you already know about this topic? 

o Have you read anything about this topic before? 

o After reading the title, what questions come to your mind?

o Who might have written this passage? 

o What do you think you will learn from this passage? Why?

o What would you like to learn from this passage? Why? 

o Does this passage include any pictures, diagrams, or charts? What 

information do they give you?

Families can help their students understand and master the 
vocabulary of reading in several different ways. Some 

strategies appear below:



• Students should be able to explain when 
and/or how they use a reading idea or 
concept.

• Students should be able to recognize key 
text features (e.g., bold print, captions, 
italics, guide words, topic sentences, etc.)

Example:  I use the concept of root words when _____

Example:  Students can make posters that identify key text 

features. The posters should include a clear label for each 

feature and can be displayed.

Reading Strategies
(continued)



• Have students generate questions that reflect on their 
reading. Their questions should include certain 
reading concepts and ideas from the text.

• Have students draw the meaning of a vocabulary 
word and challenge others to determine which word 
is defined in the picture.

• Have students summarize a passage. Students 
should use their own words. Students should also 
eliminate extra information from their summary, 
focusing on the main ideas of the passage.

Example:  What is the author’s purpose in this passage?

Reading Strategies
(continued)



Grade 4  Writing Vocabulary
To perform their best on any 
writing assessment, 
students must understand 
the language of writing. The 
following list includes many 
of the writing words that 
students will encounter on 
the STAAR®.



Ten Skills for Success 
in Preparing for Grade 4 Writing:

Skill 1: Know the following parts of speech: nouns, pronouns, verbs, 

adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, articles, and conjunctions. 

Skill 2: Know what makes the structure of a sentence (subject, verb, 

predicate), and be able to use a complete subject and a complete 
predicate in a sentence. 

Skill 3: Know subject-verb agreement. Students should master the 

“singular” versus “plural” concept to ensure tense agreement.

Skill 4: Be familiar with prepositions and prepositional phrases, 

including the use of commas with prepositional phrases.

Skill 5: Know capitalization rules for both common and proper nouns.



Ten Skills for Success 
in Preparing for Grade 4 Writing:

Skill 6: Be able to use and identify end punctuation, commas, and apostrophes. 

Skill 7: Understand what root words are as well as affixes (prefixes and suffixes).

Skill 8: Be familiar with common homophones (to/ two/too, brake/break, 

there/their, heal/heel, etc.)

Skill 9: Know the difference between a plural and a possessive. Students should 

be aware that if a word has an “s” on the end it is either a plural or a possessive.

Skill 10: Understand the clear usage rules for “it’s/its” and “then/than.”



More information about 
constructed response questions, 

including rubrics and sample 
student responses, can be found 

HERE on the TEA® website. 

Grade 4  Writing 

Sample STAAR® passages 
and questions can be found 
HERE on the TEA® website. 

Grade 4  Reading 

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/2023-staar-4-rla-scoring-guide.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/released-test-questions/2023-staar-redesign-4-rla-practice-test.pdf


This resource is for 

personal family use only.  

Not for resale or mass 

distribution.

Content in part from STAAR MASTER® 

Student Practice Book 

Grade 4 RLA Teacher Guide.
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