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1 The average U.S. citizen bathes at least seven times per week. But personal hygig
our country and around the world, has a pretty dirty history.

Soap in Ancient Times

2 Soap was named for Mount Sapo, a
mountain said to exist near Rome, Italy. After
a heavy rainfall, wood ashes and melted animal
fats from recent sacrifices mixed with the clay
along the Tiber River. According to legend,
women who cleaned laundry in the river
realized that this altered clay cleaned clothing
better, and soap was discovered. Historians
believe other cultures in countries such as
Babylon and Egypt invented various forms o
soap, too.

3 Even some civilizations without soap
managed to stay clean. Early Greeks
their bodies with oil or clay and thg
themselves with sand. Then, they us&
or curved metal scraper, toff@move the
oil from their own skin. : can
was a sign of religious pu
cold baths a day. Beginning
A.D,, many pgeple bathed at E8

ed soap, and

Roman public bath

. also marked the fall of cleanliness. For most of Europe,
assed with filthy living conditions and little personal cleanliness.

e Ages, cities grew more crowded and polluted. In some cities, sewage
dirty was normal.

ple’did not realize that hygiene was necessary for good health. Bubonic
e Black Death” because it caused black spots on the skin, killed around

The Luxury of Being Clean
6  There were soapmakers in the Middle Ages, but only a handful of wealthy people and
royalty bathed. King Henry IV of England required all noblemen to take a bath upon
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becoming knights. That was the only bath most of those men had in their entire lives.
Queen Elizabeth I was considered extremely clean. She bathed once every three months!

7 During the 1600s, cleanliness became fashionable across Europe. But soap was highly
taxed, so it was very expensive. Only the rich could afford to bathe their entire bo
although most people washed their hands before and after meals.

Soapmaking in the New World
8 In 1621, soapmakers from Europe came to the New World aboard th
chore of making soap usually fell to the colonial wife. All winter, she saved

long day’s work.

9  In the 1800s, more households had sinks 3
common. People started washing their entig ¢ bathed daily.
But, as William Alcott noted in 1846, there v of people considered clean and
neat who bathed only “half a dozen ¢ 7

Washing Regains Popularity
10 In 1853, the soap tax in Englan
working-class people was
bath in a tin tub on th
the same water. People w
bath, a tub was brought in,
emptied it in the

ould afford to bathe. Most
everysday. Some even took a weekly
the, all the children in the family used
drooms or dressing rooms. For a full

o fill the tub bucketful by bucketful. They

for servants.

Soapmaking in the nineteenth century
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11 In addition to bathing, hand washing became
more common in the early 1900s in the United
States. This new practice helped more babies
survive as people stopped passing germs from
one to another as easily. Doctors and scientists
worked hard to spread the word that cleanliness
was healthy.

12 The number of soap products has exploded
since the 1920s. Most of what we call soap today
is actually detergent, a cleaning product made
without using animal fats. Today, you can walk
down the aisle at a grocery store and find all
kinds of soaps: face soap, hand soap, bath soap,
scented soap, antibacterial soap, soap with aloe,
liquid soap, bar soap, and a lot more. We are
fortunate that we do not have to save up fat, pay,
high taxes, or share bathwater just to stay cle

The following is adapted from the writi i Boccaccio. He survived the

ellings that grew to the size of a small apple
short time, these tumors spread all over the

even more pitiful. Most of
heir houses, either because
pes of safety, and fell sick
ince they received no care or
most all of them died. They were
known to be dead only because the neighbors
smelled their decaying bodies. Dead bodies
filled every corner.
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6.6B (Response—Write Response)/6.6G (Response—EXxplicit/Implicit Meanings)/6.11B (Composition—
Informational) H

7. Read the story “The Mystery Is in the Mail.” Based on the information in the story,
write a response to the following:

Explain how Janice and Lisa’s reactions to the events in the story help develg

Write a well-organized informational essay that uses specific evidence fr
SUPPOIt your answer.

Remember to—
* clearly state your controlling idea
* organize your writing
e develop your ideas in detail
* use evidence from the selection in y

* use correct spelling, capitalizati

e review the selection

* plan your respgonse

e revise and e
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6.2B (Vocabulary—Context) M 6.6C (Response—Text Evidence) M
1. The phrase “staying green” in the title 4. Which statements from the passage
of the passage refers to— best support the idea that staying

green saves water?

A closing landfills

B manufacturing plastic

Select TWO correct answ;

C protecting the environment D Use organic cotton

D applying pesticides and herbicides O use pump con

aerosol cans.

O Use deodorant that

6.8D.iii (Informational—Patterns) L
aluminum.

2. The passage uses what type of O
organizational pattern?
A Advantage/Disadvantage
B Cause and effect
C Classification
D Definition

6.2C (Vocabulary—Roots) M

3. The word thermostat has a Gre
root that means heat. Msing this
information, the
the “At Home” sect
a device that—

© ECS Learning Systems 109

‘peonpoldal aq jou Aew abed siy|



This page may not be reproduced.

146

STAAR MASTER® Student Practice Book—Reading Language Arts, Grade 6

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Andy visited the National Museum of the American Indian. He wrote this report to tell about
what he learned during bis visit to the museum. Read Andy report carefully and look fo
corrections and improvements that he should make. When you finish reading, answer

that follow.

Native Past

(1) The National Museum of the American Indian is a différent kind of museum?
will realize that even before you walk into the building on th
d.c. (3) A Native American garden outside the bui

tobacco, cotton, and other crops. (4) Labels ¢ < se plants for

food or medicine.

(5) Inside, a video welcomes visi i cveral tribal languages. (6) There
are videos in the exhibits, too. (7) S ' cation myths with stories about
how the world began. (8) ¥hibit rooms answer visitors’

questions about the obje

(9) Listened to my tour gu he National Museum of the American

Indian had ) ibes to create the exhibits. (10) The museum was

at the end of my tour tasting some of the delicious food in the café. (15) I
ped with onions, lettuce, tomatoes, and cheese. (16) My mom ate a chicken
ta peanut sauce. (17) We had fun watching a cooking demonstration over the fire

pit in the kitchen.

(18) I think the National Museum of the American Indian is interesting. (19) I learned

a lot about the past—and a little about the present, too.
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6.10C (Revision—Organization) H

1. What is the BEST way to combine
sentences 9 and 10?

A Rich or poor, this was a way of
ensuring that everyone received
the same share.

B This was a way of ensuring that
everyone, rich or poor, received
the same share.

C Everyone, rich or poor, received
the same share, and this was a way
of ensuring that.

D Everyone, rich or poor, received
the same share, because this was a
way of ensuring that.

6.10B.ii (Ideas/Details) H

2. Which sentence in the second
paragraph (sentences 3—6) co
unnecessary information and s
be removed? Enter youganswer
the box.

Sentence

be removed.
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6.10B.i (Organizational Structure) H

3. This question has two parts.

Part A

fter sentence 14

) After sentence 15

Which of the following details BEST

supports the answer to Part A?

A The sentence provides further
details about the new cookbooks
and recipes.

B The sentence provides further
details about how families would

get additional food.

C The sentence provides an effective
closing to the ideas presented in

the fourth paragraph.

D The sentence provides a better
transition from the third
paragraph to the ideas in the
fourth paragraph.
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